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Figure 1: 144 Victoria Street, Potts Point viewed from the west 

 

Figure 2: Location map of 144 Victoria Street, Potts Point  



 

Council Investigation Officer Inspection and Recommendation Report; Clause 
17(2) Part 8 of Schedule 5 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 (the Act)  

Officer: Ashley Host 

Date:  15 September 2025 

Premises: 144 Victoria Street, Potts Point (‘Chili Blue Backpackers’) 

Executive Summary 

1. The City of Sydney (the City) received correspondence from the Commissioner of Fire 
and Rescue NSW (FRNSW) in relation to the subject premises dated 2 July 2025 with 
respect to matters of fire safety. 

2. The premises consists of a 4-storey building used for backpackers’ accommodation.  

3. The City inspected the premises on 7 August 2025, accompanied by Mr Angus 
Connie. This inspection identified deficiencies in fire safety. To address this, a Notice 
of Intention (NOI) to give a fire safety order has been issued under the Act. 

Chronology 

Date Event 

2 July 2025 FRNSW correspondence received 

7 August 2025 The City inspected the premises 

8 September 
2025 

Notice of Intention to give a fire safety order issued  

Fire and Rescue NSW Report 

4. Fire and Rescue NSW conducted an inspection of the subject premises on 27 June 
2025. 

  



 

Issues 

5. The report from Fire and Rescue NSW detailed issues as shown in the table below. 

Ref. Issue City response 

 Essential Fire Safety Measures 

Automatic Fire Suppression System 

1 The sprinkler system single inlet fire 
brigade booster connection is obstructed 
by the gas meter. 

Require booster connection to be 
reorientated to allow sufficient room 
for connection of hoses. This issue 
has been addressed in the NOI.  

2 Sleeping pods are installed near sprinkler 
heads. 

Require sleeping pods to be 
removed so as not to impede 
operation of sprinkler system. This 
issue has been addressed in the 
NOI.  

Portable Fire Extinguishers  

3 Extinguishers service/label tags were last 
stamped August 2024 indicating the 
system had not been receiving routine 
service. 

Rectified prior to the inspection. 

Service tags were stamped June 
2025 at time of inspection indicating 
recent servicing. 

Fire Hose Reels 

4 Fire hose reels service/label tags were last 
stamped August 2024 indicating the 
system had not been receiving routine 
service. 

Rectified prior to the inspection. 

Service tags were stamped June 
2025 at time of inspection indicating 
recent servicing. 

Access and Egress 

5 One emergency light was missing a cover 
indicating routine maintenance not being 
carried out.  

No action proposed. 

Annual certification of essential 
measures is current for the 
premises. Light cover is aesthetic 
and does not impact on operation of 
service.  

6 Pictogram on final exit sign not provided.  Require exit sign to be relocated 
and modified to comply with NCC. 



 

Ref. Issue City response 

This issue has been addressed in 
the NOI.  

Smoke Detection and Alarm System  

7 Building occupant warning speaker 
damaged  

Require occupant warning system 
speakers to be repaired and 
certified compliant. This issue has 
been addressed in the NOI.  

Compartmentation and Separation  

8 Fire door fails to return to fully closed 
position due to WIFI cable running through 
doorway.  

Require obstructions to operation of 
fire doors to be removed. This issue 
has been addressed in the NOI.  

9 Manual call point used as emergency door 
release missing components.  

Require manual call point release to 
be repaired. This issue has been 
addressed in the NOI.  

10 Hold-open device to fire door broken  Require electro-magnetic hold open 
device to be repaired. This issue 
has been addressed in the NOI.  

General 

11 Multiple rooms included pod style 
accommodation:  
 

- Pods appear lockable  
- Pods may have increased the 

approved number of occupants per 
room 

- FRNSW believe provisions for 
sleeping pods are inadequate  

- Sleeping pods impede egress as 
they impede on exit doorways 

Require sleeping pods to be 
removed. This issue has been 
addressed in the NOI. Sleeping 
pods impede egress, impede the 
operation of the sprinkler system 
and are lined with materials not 
compliant with NCC provisions and 
have been installed without consent 
where prior development consent is 
required.  

12 Lithium-ion batteries being charged in 
hallways.  

No batteries were being charged at 
time of inspection. Premises 
prohibits charging of batteries. 
Regular maintenance to be 
managed by property owner.  

13 Evacuation plans not indicative of correct 
layout and installed in wrong locations.  

Require new evacuation plans to be 
drafted and installed throughout 
premises. This issue has been 

addressed in the NOI.  



 

Ref. Issue City response 

 

 

6. FRNSW have recommended that the City inspect the subject premises and 
appropriately address noted (and other) deficiencies identified within their report. 

Council Investigation Officer Recommendations 

7. As a result of site inspections undertaken by the Council investigation officer, a Notice 
of Intention (NOI) to give a fire safety order under the Act was issued to address the 
identified fire safety deficiencies. After the NOI's representation period and 
consideration of any responses, a fire safety order may be issued to ensure adequate 
fire safety systems are in place throughout the building.  

8. At the time of then inspection there were no lithium batteries being charged in the 
hallways. The manager was informed of the FRNSW concerns and will be managed in 
house. 

9. It is recommended that the Commissioner of FRNSW be informed of the City's 
decision. 

  



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 


